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Why are you interested in joining the UAEA Board? 

I believe in Alternative Education with all my heart.  Students need 

choices!  I feel like it is a critical time right now for Alt. Ed. in Utah 

and I want to be involved with shaping how stakeholders view our 

schools and our students.  One of the key components of what 

alternative education can offer students is to see them as 

individuals with needs, goals and challenges that make success 

difficult but not unattainable.  Students need personalized 

pathways that lead them to their desired destinations in life-- 

even if those pathways are bumpy or curvy.  Educators at Alt. Ed. 

schools are the road construction workers, the tour guides, the 

cartographers and sometimes the chauffeurs for students in their 

journey towards college and career (and life) readiness.  I don’t 

want anyone to forget that along with academic skills, students 

need life skills.  Sometimes this key component is forgotten or 

pushed out-of-mind as we consider what is a effective or 

ineffective  school in the State of Utah. I want to get involved with 

the Utah Alternative Education Association to be a part of positive 

decision-making about our schools.   

Please describe your ideas and thoughts about continuing to 

promote the mission and vision of UAEA? 

I feel like I could literally tattoo the UAEA mission statement on 

my back because it describes part of what makes me get up 

everyday and come to work.  I think we need to work unitedly to 

help the community, school districts, charters, Utah State Board of 

Education and policymakers recognize the value of alternative 

education.  We need to get our success stories out among the 

public and ask the public to look further and deeper at alternative 

schools-- not just assume that our schools are where problem 

students go.   

What knowledge and skills can you bring to the UAEA Board 

of Directors? 

I have the experience that comes from working as an educator for 

37 years.  During that time, I have been a teacher, Assistant 

Principal and Principal in several middle and high schools in Utah 

and Colorado.  I have been the Principal at Valley High School 

since 2014.   

 

EDUCATION 

Master of Educational Leadership 

and Policy 

University of Utah 

Bachelor of Science 

University of Utah 

 

WORK EXPERIENCE 
2004-present Assistant Principal, Valley 

High School 

2001-2004 Assistant Principal, 

Crescent View Middle 

School 

1999-2000 Assistant Principal, Indian 

Hills Middle School  

1994-1999 Teacher, Oquirrh Hills 

Middle School 

1991-1994 Teacher, Wheat Ridge 

Middle School, Denver, 

Colorado 

1986-1991 Teacher, Bingham High 

School  

 1982-1986  Teacher, Mount Jordan 

Middle School 

 

Valley High School 

Principal 

 


