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CANDIDATE 

Why are you interested in joining the UAEA Board? 

In 1988 I graduated college and began my teaching career in a residential 

treatment center.  Four days per week I taught a regular schedule of six 

classes. Once per week I met with mental health care providers and 

served as an academic advisor for students on my caseload. My main 

concern was to oversee the students’ academic progress as it correlated 

with their mental health treatment. In my time there I learned a great 

deal about the mental health of young people and its effects on their 

ability to be successful in the academic setting. I learned there are a 

great many factors which go into a student’s academic success. Many of 

these factors are overlooked in the traditional classroom where 

everyone is treated alike and those students unable to meet the 

behavior standards are discarded and labeled.  The traditional schools 

and teachers, not having been trained as to how to deal with such “non-

traditional” students, threw the students away.  Even today in the 

professional circles there is little patience and understanding for these 

at-risk students – these bad seeds.  Time and time again I see well 

intended policy makers create policy which further marginalizes these 

students. Someone must act as an advocate. Why can’t that someone be 

me? 

Please describe your ideas and thoughts about continuing to 

promote the mission and vision of UAEA? 

I admit I have much to learn, for although I have been teaching in 

alternative education for many years I have been unable to participate in 

the conferences due to conflicts with my teaching assignments and 

special programs I was working on.  I look forward to learning and 

putting energy into promoting understanding of alternative education.  I 

realize it is an uphill battle but I’m up to the climb.  I will listen, learn and 

contribute the best I have and when a decision is reached I will support it 

and work to make it a success. 

What knowledge and skills can you bring to the UAEA Board 

of Directors? 

I have over 30 years of experience working in alternative education. In 

my time at Valley High alone (arrived here in 1993), I have had to help 

train every other staff and faculty member currently working here. Many 

come into alternative education with vast experience in teaching in 

traditional schools and believe they are prepared to understand and 

work with this population. They soon discover they must abandon much 

of what they know about education and adapt new ways of teaching and 

thinking.  I bring with me and vast background of experience in 

alternative education which I believe in rare and rarely understood.  I 

bring with me experience, patience, humor and a great love for the 

alternative students I serve. 

 

 

EDUCATION 

M.Ed Educational Technology 

Lesley University 

Bachelor of Arts 

Brigham Young University 

 

WORK EXPERIENCE 
1993 - Present      Valley High School    

Teacher 

1991-1993 Bingham High School 
Teacher   
 

          

Two Rivers High School 

Principal 

 


